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No to AWACS

- For more than 20 years, the United Stata helped
the shah of Iran to build that country into the
strongest military pewer in the Middle East. The -

shah's tastes for the most sophisticated military
ha:dwaxe in pur inventory was legend, and his shop-..
ping list was long, slthough Iren, a nation of 36 mij-~
lion, lacked tte technical experbse to.meintain and

fully use the eqmpment it bought. Accordingly, it: '

#l30 had to purciase foreign tecanical help and sup-.’

. port to keep its military macm.ns runmng We all'-

Jnowwhathappened. .. ¢
In 1978, the Carter aumxmstraﬂnn, thh the con--
.sent of Congress, agreed to sell our newest and most

* * advanced fighter siresaft, the F13, to Saudi Arabia.

" Because of the potential threat to Isreel, Congress

"was explicitty promised that we would not also sell

the Saudis the external fuel tanks that would extend
the F15's range, or bomb racks that would twrn it~

_into an atfack: amzaft. By the spring of 1980, the’

" Saudis were back asking for. these external equip_.,

ments as wall as the super-sopkisticated Airborne- -

" Warning and Caramand Aireraft, AWACS. AWACS .

isae Boemg'l&? with a large rotating radar antenna

" on top and & vast.camplex of computer syatems in---.

side, It detects other aircraft at great distances, and |

tracks all air schvsty within its zone of coverage. - -
The Saudi rationaie for thei need-for these addi-

. tlonal F15 equipmentsand AWACS was that their.

_ situation’ had -changed -sinee they- contracted for

_ their F15s in1978& Spedifically; Iranrhad fallen into °

“Jess friendly hands, and the Sovists had invaded Af-

* ghanistan. It wouid, thersfore, be in the best intereat, -
of both the United -States and Szudi Arabia—un-
questionably s pro-Westernforce in the Middle East.
~—faor the -Seudis. {o-strengthen.: their ability to-

- counter any otne.rncsh}e moves inthersgion. ¢

Their real concern, whieh was-not apart of their
.argument, was that:two years had elapsed and the
Saudis had notseenenough progress on the Israeli-
Palestinian issve: To-test.our resolve to push.for.a

_solution. aeceptable-to-the- Arabs, the Saudis were:
asking us to tale an action that would be opposed’
by Israel It was-ona way to-test whether we would _

_eventually pressure. Israsl into making concessions..

* on the Palestinian question. The Saudis:were also}
buying time for themselves with the radical Arabs.

. By obtaining such a visible symbol-of US. support,‘

they could demanstrate to the radicals that their

limited associstion with the .United States had °

value. They thereby hoped to ward off additional -

pressires from the Arab radicals to break with the’)

" United Stataorav»ntumethe oil weapon as-a:J

means of pressuzing the United States to-force con-

23 April 1981

".-quelling a minor disruption at the Great Mosque in'

. Soviets have a sirong foothold; disorders in the vital |

: Muslims who may be responsive to the Khomeini
: revolutionary movement; and perhaps even armed;

- well prepared for any of these contingancies t.adayi
# They have turned to Palkistan to supnly mercenaries
. to help them, but the monarchy should have mili:
“ tary and internal security forces of 1ts own that are
" loyal and under its full control. - .

.. Avamst t}us bacxgmund, it would be xrresponsxble
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Having given the Saudis the F153 in 1978, it would |

‘be difficult to deny them the extra eguipments
under the present circumstances. Admittecly, long-
range F15s and the AWACS in Saudi hands will pre-

- sent some added risk to the Israehs. but they ars
fullv capable of hardling it. :
‘Whether we should permit the Saudxs to purchase
AWACS i3 another question. The Saudis are our
- friends. Providing them with AWACS would not be
a friendly act because it would not be in their beat -

- interests. It is such a complex piece. of military
equipment that thers is no way the Saudi military

- establishmant could operate or maintain a flzet of. |

them on its own. Saudi Arabis has only 4 million |- -

people on - which to draw and has. a. lesser level of -
education than Iran. Even’with extznsivs outside -
_technical asszstance, sustaining the AWACS would

K "be a severe drail on.the Saudi military technical ré-
7 sources. In the long run, they would resent the fact |
..that they could not operate the AWACS and thal:
: 'they remained dependent onus. -
©-, Mors Important, it would distract the aﬁ:anhon of' i
: the Saudi leadership from more urgent military] .-
‘tasks. The- most-likely threats to Saudi Arabia are
- internal disorder or rebellion and guerrilla warfars; -
- encouraged and supported by its neighbors. It would,
“be wishful thinking to beliave that a natior in as
. great a state of flux as is Saudi Arabia teday would
_not be subject to domestic unrest or subversion.
~When such troubles develop, the Saudi security
: g:lrces must have the capablhty of. graommg mtb..
em. - -
~In Nov«mber 1979 Saudi mihtary and domestic
eecurity forcea proved themselves quite izept in '

Mecca. This was apparently a purely domestic mate
.ter, but in the future the Saudis must worry about
subversion - fomented by South Yemen, where the

“'oil fields, where there are large numbers of Shia |

clashes with neighboring Irag. The Saudis are not
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“for us to help them prepare to defeat a sophisti

. gir threat, for which the AWACS was design d
. which hss a low probability of occurxing, waen toey
are incapabls of bandiing the more elementary
threats of ins\zrection and guerrilla warfare that are
highly probable. As friends, we should tzy to draw
their attention-to the reslities of their sitvation.

. They do not need the AWACS neerly es much as
:-they need othee-forms of military equipment and
training, There is-no way they can ahsarb AWACS

. into their military structure without detracting from
- .their primary concerns, Even if there are shori-term
- pdvantages to the United States in establishing
some continuing military presence on the Arabian.
péninsula thmugh the provxmon of AWACS, we

. should forgo that in favor of doing what a genuine
..end long-term friend would do: Be frank and put the-
friend’s interests up front. That is the only way to

- protect our intsrests, anyway. Clearly this will not be
~ an immediately populaz respouse, but fnends should

" - not aspire to popularity, « « ~za:

- .. Ve can mitizata the mpacton,the Saudz.s oftum-
" ing tham down on AWACS. We could give them a
_squadron of ¥'15s imuiediately; several years ahead | -

- of the delivery of those they are purchasing. The
S« ..+ . - .. US. Air Fores would have to maintain and operate
i<1-w . 7 thess for.them for several years while-Saudi pilots|
*and mechanics complata their training. The Saudis,
- . however, would seo that wo are serious about kelping
..them all we can. They would also ses, in time, that
" the way to-be a friend is to. be-honest and frank

_rather than to say yes to an ill-advised request. -

Adm. Tu'mer formeriy d:recta-r of the CIA, is a-
’ lecturer wrzter and conszdtant. :
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